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Hho Tessas Mae GY WEP j 


TREATY OF #LLIANCE BETWEEN HIS 1AJESTY 
Ti KING OF THE HASHIMITE KINGDOM 

OF TRINSJORDAN AND HIS BRITANNIC 
MAJESTY DT RESPECT OF THE UNITED KINGDO}i 
OF GRUAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IREL/ND 


His Majesty the King of the Hashimite Kingdem ef 
frensjordan «nd lis Britannie Majesty the King of Great 
Britain, Ireland and the British Dominions beyond the 
Seas. 

Animated by the most sincere desire to conselidate 
the fricndship ond good relations which exist between them 
and to establish these relations on the foundations best 
calculated to cnsurc the development of ahis friendship; 

Desiring to conclude a new Treaty of Allianee with 
these objects and in order to strengthen by co-operation 
and matuel assistance the contribution wheih each of 
them will be «ble to make to the maintenance = inter- 
national pesee ond security in accordance with the 
provisicns and principles of the Charter of #he United 


Nations; 


have sccordingly «ppointed as their Plenipotenti: ries} 


His Majesty the King of the Hashimite Kingdom of 
Trans jordan; 

iis Excellency Tewfig Pasha #bul Huda, Jewelled 
Order of the Nahde, First Class Order of the Istiglil, 

. Prime Minister. 

His Excellency Fouzi Pasha cl Mulki, Second Class 
order of the Istiglal, Minister of Forcign Affairse 

His Majesty the King of Great Britain, Ireland 
and the British Dominions beyond the Sens (hereinafter 


referred to as His. Britannic Majesty): 
for/ 


for the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Irelsnd; 

Sir Alce Sexth Kirkbride, C.¥.G., 0.3.B., HeC., 
his Envoy Extr:ordinary and ilinister Plenipotentiary. 

who having exhibited their full powers found in fag 
good and due ‘orm have egreed as follows :— 


: ° 
ARTICLE 16. 

There shall be perpetunl peace and friendship 
between His Mejesty the King of the Hashimite Kingdom oft” 
Trans jordan ond His Britannic Majesty. ‘ 

4 close :lliance sh: 11 continue between the High 
Contracting Partics in consecr: tion of their frivndship, 
their cordic1 underst:nding “nd their -ood relations, 

Each of the Hish Contracting Parties undertakes 
not to sdopt in rege;d to forcign countries an atéitude, 
which is inconsistent with the Alliance or might create 


dirficulties for the other party thercto. 


ARTICLE 2. 

Should «ny dispute between cither High Contracting 
Party and a third sti.te produce « situation which would 
involve the risk of « rupture with tht State, the High 
Contracting rartics will concert together with a view to 
the settleicnt of the said dispute by peaceful means in 
paicanare with the provisions of the Chatter of the 
United Nations and of any other international obligations 


which may be applicable to the case, 


ARTICLE 3. 

Should either High Contracting Party notwithstanding 
the provisions of article 2 become engaged in war, the 
other High Contracting Party will, subjest always to th: 
provisions of Article 4 immediately come to his aid as a 


measure/— 





mesure of collective defence. 
In the event of cn imminent men:ce of hostilitics 
the High Contracting Portics will immediately concert 


together the necessary measurcs of defence. 


ARTICLE 4. 

Nothing in the present Treaty is intended to, or 
shell in any way prejudice the rights and obligstions 
which devolve, or my devolve, upon either of the High 
Contrecting Parties under the Charter of the United 
Netions or under any other existing intern: tionel 


ogrecments, conventions or trentiese 


ARTICLE 5e 

The present Tre: ty of which the ‘.nncx is on integral 
part shill replace the Treaty of Alliance signed in London 
on 22nd March 1946 of the Christicn Era, together with its 
Annex and 2.11 Letters and Notes, interpreting or otherwise 
exchenged in 1946 in connexion therewith, provided however 
that Article 9 of the said Treaty conecrning a Commercial 
end Establishment Agrcement shall remein in force in 
-ceordance with ond is modificd by notes cxchinged this 


daye 


ARETCIE. 6, 

Should eny difference arise relative to the application 
or interpretation of the present Treaty and should the High 
Contracting Partics foil to settle such difference by 
direct negotintions, it shell be referred to the 
Inturn:tional Court of Justice unless the perties agree 
to, another mode of settlement. 

ARTICLE 7/ 


ARTICLE 7e 


The present Tresty shill be ratified ond shall come 
into foree upon the exchenge of instruments of ratification 
which shall t:ke place «t+ London as soon as possible. It 
sholl remain in foree for a period of 20 yesrs from the 
dnte of its coming into force. At any time after 15 
yerrs from the dete of the coming into force of the 
present Treaty, the High Contrecting Parties will rt the 
request of cither of theia, negotiate a revised Treaty — 
which shall provide for the continued co-operution of 
the Iligh Contracting Partics in the defence of their 
common interests. The period of 15 yezrs sh»1l be 
reduced if « complete system of security agreements undcr 
Article 43 of the Cherter of the United Nations is 
concluded before the expiry of this period. At the end 
of 20 veers, if the present Treaty hes not been reviscd, 
it shall remexin in foree until the expiry of one year 
riter notice of termination has been given by vither 
High Contracting Party to the other through the diplomatic 
channel, 

In witness whereof the ebove named plenipotentinrics 
have signed the present Trusty snd affixed thereto their 
sealse 

Dene in duplicste in /imn, this 15th day of March, 194.8 
in the Arobic ond English languages, both texts being 


equally authentic. 


ANNEX. 
JRTICLE 1. 


(2) The High Contracting P-rtics rvcomise that, in the 
common interests of both, «ch of them must be in a position to 

 @inchurge his oblig: tions under /rticle 3 of the Treaty. 

(b) In the cvent of either High Contr:cting Purty becoming 
eng.ged inwor, or of . men-cee of hostilities, each High 
Contr: cting Party will invite the other to bring to his 
territory or territory controlled by him the necessery forcecs 
of cll arms, ach will furnish to the othcr «11 the 
fucilitics and assistance in his powcr, including the use of 
ell meens end lines of communicntion, anil on financial turms 
to be agreed upon, 

(c) His Majesty the King of the Iishiimite idingdom of 
Trensjordiui will sefcguerd, i-intain end develop as necessary 
the cirficlds ports, ronds, and other mens «nd lincs of 
communicntion in snd neross the lirshimite Kingdom of Transjordan 
os my be requircd for the purposes of th. present treaty and 
dts snmex :nd will en11 upon His Britannic Majesty's assistance 
rs may be required for this purpose. 

(a) Until such time «s the Mich Contracting Parties «gree 
th:t the strte of world sceurity renders such measures 
unnecessary, His Majesty the fing of the li-shimite Kingdom of 
Tr:nsjordan invites His Britsmnic liajesty to mintain units of 
the Royol Air Force 2t Jmmn “nd Mefrek airfields. His 
Majesty the King of the Inshimite Kingdom of Transjordan will 
provide all the necessary facilitics for the ncoommodntion and 
maintenance of the units ientioncd in this paragraph, including 
facilities for the storage of their ammmition and supplics 


und the lvase of any lend required, 


ARTICLE 2/ 


ARTICLE 2. 


In the common defence interests of the High Controcting 
parties © permenent joint sdvisory body will be set up 
immedintely on the coming into force of the present Treety 
to co-ordin»te defence mettors between the Governments of the 
High Contracting Portics within the seope of the present Trentye 
This body, which 1411 be knowm as the Anglo-Trans jordan 
Joint Defenee Boord, will be composed o1 competent military 
represent:-tives of the Governments of the High gontricting 
Partics in cquil numbers, and its functions will inciude :- 
(:.) The forrmintion of agreed plans in the stratcgic 
interests common to both countrics,. 
(b) Imnedint. consultntion in the event of any threat of vite 
(c) The co-ordintion of mensurcs to cn»ble the forces of 
either Iligh Contr-cting Porty to fulfil their obligetions 
under frtiele 3 of the present Trenty and in pirticulr 
men.surcs for the safesucrding, mintenance and development 
of the sirficlds, ports :nd lincs of communication 
referred to in Jrticle 1(c) of this Annex, 
(a) Consult:tion regrrding training .nd the prov-ision of 
equipment. The Joint Defence Bonrd shell submit 
annunl reports thereon ond recommend:tions to the 
Governments of the two High Contracting Particse 
(c) arrengements regarding the joint training operations 
referred to in article 5 of this snnex, 
(#, ‘The consideration of and if necessary recommendation 
for th. location of His Britannic Majesty's forecs at 
plxeccs in Transjordan other than those provided for in 


frticle 1(a) of this Anncx.e 


ARTICLE 3/ 


ARTICLE 3. 


His Britennic liajesty will rcimburse to His Majesty 
the King of the. li-shimite ingdon of Transjordan all 
expenditure hich the Government of the Hushimite Kingdom 
of Trensjordan iy incur in connexion with the provision 
of facilitics undcr Article 1(¢) and (a) of the present 
Anucx ond will repair or poy compensation for any damage 
due to the nections of members of His Britannic Majesty's 
srmed forces, other then damoge coused in military 
operations undertaken in accordance with Article 3 of the 


present Treatye 


ARTICLE Le 
His Majesty the King of the He shimite Kingdom of 
Tronsjordan agrevs to afford on request 11 necessary 
focilities for the movement of units of His Britannic 
Mejesty's forces in transit ocross the Hashimite Kingdom 
of Transjordan, with their supplies ond equipment, on the 
same financicl terms os those applienble to the forces of 


His liajesty the King of the Hashimite Kingdom of Trans jordans 


sRTICLE 5 

Pending the conclusion of an agreement between the 
High Contracting Partics defining in dctail the jurisdictional 
end fiseal damwnitics of members of the forces of His Britannic 
Majesty in the Hashimite Kingdom of Transjordan, they will 
continue to enjoy the immnitics which are accorded to them at 
present, including the provision that, in accordance with the 
established principles of international law governing the 
4mmunitics of sovercigns and sovereign states no demand will 


be mde for the peyrent by His Britannic Majesty of ony 


Tr ansjordan/ 


=e 


Transjordin t:x.tion in r spect of immovenble property lIcascd 
or owned by His Brit:nnic Majesty or in respect of his 
move:.ble property, dnciating customs duty on goods import d 
or exported by or on beh:.1f of His Britannic Majesty. The 
privileyes :nd immnitics to be cxtended to the units and 
personnel of the oracd forces of His Majesty the King of the 
Hashinite Kingdom of Transjordan visiting cr present in 
British territory sh-11 be defined in similar ngreements on a 


reciprocel basis, 


LRTICLE 4. 
In order thet the omacd forces of the High Contrecting 


erties should »ttsin the necessary efficiency in co- 


oper:tion with each other ond in view of the desirobility of 


esteblishing identity between the trerining and methods employed 
by the Tronsjorden ond British forces respectively :- 

(1) His Britramic Majesty offers appropriate fucilitics 
in the United Kingdom ond in ony British colony or 
protectorate administercud by the Government of the 
United Kingdom for the training of the armed forces 
of His liajesty the King of the ilnshimite Kingdom of 
Trans jordan. 

(2) Wis Britennic Majesty will mke available operational 
units of his »:rmed forces to engage in joint training 
operntions with the armed forces of His injesty the 
King of the iinshimite Kingdom of Transjordan for a 
sufficient period in exch year, 

(3) Wis M-Jjesty the Ming of the Hashimite Kingdom of 
Trans jordan agrees to mke aviilable.fncilitics in 
the Hnashimite Kingdom of Transjordan for the purves¢3 
of this joint treining. 


(4)/ 


(4) 


(5) 


(6) 


His Britennic Majesty will provide on request any 
British service personnel whose services are required 

to ensure the efficiency of the military units of the 
forces of the King of the linshimite Kingdom of Trans jordan, 
His Britemnic Majesty will (2) afford 211 possible 
facilitics to His Mojesty the King of the IHashimite 
Kingdom of Transjordan for the military instruction of 
Trensjordan officers »+ schools of instruction mintsined 
for ilis Britmnnic M-jesty's forces, :nd (b) provide arms, 
ammunition, equipment end sireroft and other war neterini 
for the forces of His Majesty the King of the H-shimite 
Kingdom of Trensjordoan. 

His Majesty the King of the Ilashimite Kingdom of 
Transjordan will (a) meet the cost of instruction and 
equipment referred to in paragraph 5(a) and (b) above, 
(b) ensure tht the -rmmement and essential equipment 

of his forces #4211 not differ in type from those of the 
forces of His Britannic Majesty, (c) send any personnel 
of his forces, thet my be sent abroad for training, 

to rilitary schools, colleges and training centres 


maintained for His Britannic Majesty's forces. 


ARTICLE 7. 


lis Majesty the King of the Ilashimite Kingdom of Trans jordan 


gives permission for ships of His Britannic Majesty's Navy to 
visit the ports of the Hashimite Kingdom of Transjordan at any 
time upon giving notification to the Government of the H shimite 


Kingdom of Trans jordan. 


SOR = ' os SE. 
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Cypher q 
sete: \ 

~~ “@ 
From:— 3.M.Minister, AMMAN, To:— S,0F S, F.0. LONDON. |(_ 


Despatched 50-5.48 (16.35) 





A package addressed to the Transjordan Legation London 
conteining the Transjordan instrument of ratification of the 
new treaty is contained in the bag which left here by King's 
Messenger to-day, The Prime Minister of Transjordan has 
requested that the exchange of the instruments should take 
place as soon as is possible in order to give finality to the 
whole affair, 


(HDLeM/HA). 


W 49909, Di664. 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 


* i Beh 


(w/t) 







FILE NO.S/999/47. Y TELEGRAM. f eS 
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Gheae 
From:— 4,M.Minister, AMMAN, To :—8,.0F S, F.O. LONDON. 









31/3/48 (11,12) -Henervet: 


of 


Despatched 








31st March, 1948, 





Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.196 of 31st March, 
Repeated for information to Damascus No, 17 
Baghdad 


No, 39 SAVING, 

Beirut _ No, 45 SAVING, 

Cairo , No, 43 SAVING, 

Jeddah No. 39 SAVING, 

B.M.E.0. No, 41 SAVING, 

SECRET, Jerusalem No, 53 SAVING, 


Syrien reactions to Anglo-Trans jordan Treaty. 


1. Prime Minister of Transjordan informed me yesterday that he 
has ordered the Transjordan Legation in Cairo to hand a formel note 
to the Syrian Legation there (in default of direct diplomatic 
relations) protesting against the personal attacks on the King and 
the Government of Transjordan which have been made over the Syrian 
broadcasting station and in the Syrian press since the conclusion 
of the Anglo-Trans jordan Treaty and asking that this action which 
will affect adversely the relations between the two countries should 
be stopped. 


2. Commenting the Prime Minister said that if this campaign did 
not stop he would retaliate by something more than abuse, He 
obviously means a revival of the Greater Syria agitation, 


(ASK/HIM/HA). ee 


'W49909, Di664, 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 


FILE NO.S/999/47. Jae Le é 


Cypher y/orp RE ae 
pee / \ fa \i% A, 
a yee 
. ' rl fp 4 


tear 
Lt re 7 g 
From:— S.OF S. F.O. LONDON, To:— H.M.Miniisfer, AMMAN. 


* 


Despatched b/t/48 (17.42) Received 4/4/48 (19,00) 





CONFIEENTIAL, u 
Your telegrem Noe193. ~~ . 
It would be difficult for us to ratify before the treaty 
has lain on the table of the House for(1) 21 Parliamentary days, 
This period will expire(1) on April 23rd and we would be 
prepared to exchange ratifications as soon es possible after 


that date, 


(JS/HIM/HA). 


WS0057, Diss0, SoM, ctsorts). 104s. 





Press cument on Anglo-Transjordan Treaty. 


More papers have now expressed opinions which 
in the main are favourable. 


2. Several papers published news items of anti- 
Treaty dewoustretions ir Damascus acd ats in general 
bernie _ h. aa Paper %9 quceta hi 2 ws the French 
Lasigue wient". The seaabeehel “Teleg?aph" 
ia & mabe cpitical. 


Tae \atdon,list paper “Ar ‘ahar" published a 
ech article on the 23rd, the at day however it 
commeited favoursbDly. he ation. list press gener,lly 
is in favour of the Treaty x7 says that witle it may 
ant be ideul Lt is tun moot expedient step to tke in 
view of the Lueressed te sion between Gast and test and 
is a® Smprovoment on the old trestye. 4 <Reqtahals0-Sepeh® 


[ a ; . 


‘ 


. 


So on eulegmen sinha wetive So the Syeten Sieee 
Mirdster’s recent proposals at the arsb Lecgue Political 
Committee’ s testing wid ch be. sugges tod @ general 
directive for Arab policy srocken 5S ana 
the payer says the Arad States should be 

to fr in abdullah's feetsters and o 

individual with Great Britsin. 





(we) | riz w0.9/999/7.// TELEGRAM. fl M (3) 
Cypher 


q cade 
rent 


From :— 4.M.Minister, AMMAN, To :—S.OF S. Nee LONDON, 


Despatched 7.4.48 (15.02) 





Your telegram No.203 (of 3rd April, 1948). 


1. You will doubtless be approached by Transjordan ster 
in London about date of exchange of rat ons, ipa 

2. I trust that the 2 royal messages referred to in 
my telegram No.160 (of 16th March, 1948) will be possible. As 
exchange of ratifications is taking place in London should not 
initiative come from there, 


(ASK/CIB/HA) » 


'W49909, Di664, 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 












be OM Liat ose 


Despatched 





' FILE N0.9/999/47. eAELEGRAM. 
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From :— S.OF S. F.O. LONDON, To:— H,M,Minister, AMMAN, 


CONFIDENTIAL, 


6/4/48 (18.20) Received 6/4/48 (19.15 





of 5th April, 1948, 





rc 


¥ 


Addressed to Amman telegram No,.204 of April 5th, 


Repeated for information Beirut, Damascus, Baghdad, Cairo 


and B.M.E.0. 


Your telegram 196. 


y 


While I recognise that the Transjordan Government are 
being seriously provoked by attacks in the Syrian press and 
wireless I very much hope that they will not take this(1) as 
an excuse to revive the Greater Syria agitation, Any such 


action would only intensify the Syrian attacks, 


Government would have put themselves equally in the wrong by 


intervening in another countr$4s affairs whereas at present the 
Apart from this the present time seems 
most INAPPROPRIATE for the reviving of this dispute between the 
two Arab states which we had been glad to note was in abeyance, 
You will no doubt speak to the Transjordan 


right is on their side, 


lines if you think it desirable, 


c ) to:= 5/166/h3. 
(caB/eH/ia). 


W30087, DESO. SOM. cctaortes 10745, 









Jedda 


The Trans jordan 


Frime Minister on these 





7 


Coyg tore 8/999/%76/ 


(:S/HDVMA). 


'W49909, Di664, 35m in 3 sorts, 4/47. 





| — 
Pat KS _ ron oFFice, 8.w.1. / |/ 
74 : PU ‘f 1st April 1948. — 
(B 3423/14/80) ‘Ay ie A Qe 


Hur Kurd Leole 
Although we were somewhat 
as reported in your telegram No.154;y the Trans jordan 
Prime Minister refused to accept the very small 
amendments we wanted to make to the text of the 
Treaty to avoid specifically excluding the Dominions 
we decided to let the matter go. It was of cour 
our fault for not getting the wording right before\ 
putting it to the Transjordanians at 411. Ww 
\ 
a \ 





The Legal Advisers moreover conside ~ 


it was not possible to maintain that we had a 
without doubt included the Dominions by altering 
the words mentioned in our telegram No.158. And 
if the amendments did not definitely do what we 
wanted them to do there did not seem much point on 
insisting on them. 


Lv ew 


(B. A. B. Burrows) 


Sir Alec Kirkbride, C.M.G. OeBoEe sMuCe, 
Amman. 


a) 
yh" 
? 


fp 


Ui 


Please refer to your telegram No,.394 of March 16th te Caine 


about reactions te the new Transjerdan Treaty. 


4 


7 


Wh 
af 


lished 


) 


JRUDA, 
April 4th 1948 
ws 


BRITISH EMBASSY, 
aa 
[8/ 


va 


( 


nee eS Se Se 


220/40/ 48 
Dear Department, 


SEGARE 


Pilla. fod alotetsa. UP! 
eal ately fis 


geakhi aga : 53 
bys pddgae dighy ts 
ith ; fasttt ait : Hi i 
bib 


galt. ional 3 ie 
net et uf ib at : 
z oye os iii - ; ail 

‘aunt ides i in 
cL aa Hl 
ae aad i aati: | i 


Yours ever, 
JEIDA CHANCERY, 


t, 


Bastern De 
FOURIGH GrYIOR, 


ry ih 
> 


Bnolesure in dedds letter No. 22/40/46 dated 4th April 19\8, 
een wm mene 








de The embitions of Aing Abdullah in re t 

have been referred to above. Whether tae thee oo kee 
recent treaty between Britain end Trans-Jordan have been 
influenced by the prospect of his achieving sue embitions 


or not, the have been rather fr received 
eireles, ae evidence of the peppe character of me shame 
and of the imperialistic designs of Britain, secretly many 4 


ee ee erase caes mod aeanetaen te ae 2 and 
régime on British support and direction is so clearly 
demonstrated. The ratification of the treaty without 
gubmissivn of the instrument te any kind of ppuler e 
satan So rope eain ha Samenes ab the Oe EE Ger) 
rane s re a ae the wek link of the 4 
swab League; — y Areb sentiment «ould welcome the restore- tary 
-tion of this territory to Syria, in order to consolidate | - 


Areb independence. 


> iInoidentally King Abdulish's dream of a oreater ayrte 
with himself 4n principal role been effectively | 
Gissipateda by the dyrian Parliament's unanimous decision tw 
amend the constitution, so as to allow of « second tera of 
office for the present (or any future, President of the 


Republic. 


3. The inclusion in the frensjordan treaty of provisions 
authorising ships of the Royel to visit the of 
the country at all times is re as ev 

Britain's strategic interests ipans jordan necessitate 

the maintenanes of mritime access to eountry through 
Aqade. Saudi Arabie has never relinquished her clei to 
sovereignty in the Aqebe-Ma'an area, which might be actively! 
revived in the event of Trenejordean becoming peal 
independent. Ibn seud however has always made it elear that 
he hae no intention of eee ere the matter so long ae Britein 


remains effectively in Trans jordan. 
riteain’s right to use| 


4. The stipuletion in the treaty of B 

Trans jordan coaheen oe the ae ee conte nents ir 
. 

mt Reiss nine Serast 

tion for the iiite 

iin : on ton ssibly to Mecca) _ . view to 


line Gown to Madina (and 

Arab international contro ° rans jordan 
treaty seems to block any such development; and thie aspect 
of it may be in due course. . 





FORE IGN OFFICE, S.We1 e 
= ' Gth April, 1948. 3 
(« wos sftu/e0) 


esc Hivsles 
Hay dine | A 


Thank you very wuch for your letter of 20th 
March. I was glad to hear that the new Treaty hus 
been so fevourebly received in Trens jordan and 
Ib thet His Majesty King Abdulleh and the 
peo of hie Kingdom will continue to derive 
benefit from the friendship between our two 
countries, of which the new Treaty is the symbol. 


We shell all be very happy to see you in London 
later on should you decide to com here on & 
private visit. 


De Anni Bevin 


His &xcellency 
Tewfik Pashe Abul Huda, 


20th, March, 1948 


Dear La y 


On the occasion of signing the Treaty of alliance 
and its ratification by His Msjesty The King of The Hashimite 
Kingdom, I have the honour to express my thanks to your Exce- 
llency and to the members of the Foreign Uffice, for the good 
spirit and fecilities offered during the negotiations in 
London, which le-d to the results that guarentee the interests 
of both countries, and strengthen the sincere friendship exis- 
ting between them since the first world war, and meke- their 
future contribution to the csuse of the world peace more 
effective. 

The constitution of the Hasnimite Kingdom of Trins - 
jordan does not require - as you know = that treaties should 
be deb: ted eat the Parliament, yet I have the pleasure to inform 
your Excellency that a great mrjority of the members of the 
Perliament supported the ‘treaty after tne publication of its 
texts and expressed their thanks by sending telegrems to His 
Majesty end His government. ‘ens of telegrams of satisf-ction 
and pleasure from lesders and distinguished men in the country 
and from municipal councils, re still arriving to His Majesty 
and His government, This confirms what I stated to your KExce- 
llency during negotiations -* to the attitude of Trens-jordan 
regarding the Treetyv. 

I hope it will be possible for me to arrange a private 
visit to London - with my daughter -, where i will be very 
Pleased to have a chance of meeting your Excellency egain,and 


my friends there. 
G. AG thcles 


ve 


His Excellency The Right Honoureble s.Bevin, 
The Foreign Secretary, 
London. 












(w/t) 





PILE 10.429/seee TELEGRAM. ( 7, 


Cypher © 1D/OTP SG 
Gede- 

lear 

From :— Memin, CATRO. To:— H,M.Minister, AMLAN, 


Despatched 17/4/48 (13.20) Received 18/4/48 (17.30) 
No. 26 of 16th April, 194.8, 











SECRET, 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram’No.195 of April 16th, 
Repeated for informtion Ammen, Sraak beirut, Jedda, Damascus, 


end Wechington. Is y yi aN ye \ 


My telegram No.123 : Anglo-Arab melatdones 
During conversation RIMDH SOLH said he thought there might 
yet be trouble over the recent Anglo-TransjJorian Treaty. 


Foreicr. Office pass Weshincton as my telegram No.2k., 


Copy tos- 8/999/l 


(CoBAIA). 


W30057, DIO, 65M. «ctaortes. 10/45, 


(W/t) 


Despatched 
No. 227 - of 7th April, 1948, 





FILE NO.S/999/476 Fees (/ 5 


Cypher M/OTP 
. Ps 
Gear 


From :—S,OF S. F.0. LONDON. To :—H.M.Minister, AMMAN, 
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SECRET, ~ 

Addressed to Amman telegram No.227 of April 17th. 

Repeated for information to B.M.E.0. | ” 
Your telegram No.156, eee TY | 


We hope to exchange notifications(1) of the treaty on April 
30th or May 4th and subject to your views feel that the first 
meeting of the joint defence(1) board should take place at Ammen 
soon afterwards, If you see no objection please ask the Transjordan 
authorities whether May llth would be a suitable date, 


2. If they(1) agree(1) please inform the Transjordan Government 
that the Bri Representatives at the first meeting of the board 
will be Brigadier H,.M. LIARD(UN or AM G)0-3.B.» D.S.00, Group Capt. 
G.F,Wood OBE, ,DFC., and(1) Commender(1) A.M, (MoKILLOL(TW),-MoKILIED 
(tw) DSC. ,RN,” I will let you know as-scon as possible the name of 
the British Secretary, i ri /w% 

\ , — 


3. Your telegram No.150,~ We have always(1) assufed that the 
Transjordan representation would be as near as possible the same 

as ours, and we think it essential that there should be a Transjor- 
dan(2) (Arab) secretary. All written work of the board will(TW) no 
doubt be in both Arabic and English and there must obviously be an 
Arabic-speaking secretary to work closely with the Englishmen, 


4. We consider it important that the British element of the board 
should appear to be appointed direct from and report direct to 
London(1). It will therefore deal direct with the chiefs of staff 
of the committee but mst tain close liaison with the comman- 
ders in chiefs of the Middle “ast, 


5. We realise that if the meeting is held just before May 15th 
and the Arab Legion re-enter Palestine shortly thereafter we shall 
be accused of connivance with its re-entry but we shall be accused 
of this in any case and it might be even more embarrassing to hold 
the first meeting soon after May 15th, On the whole aeoeure oe 
seems best to propose the date suggested in paragraph = =. 
Vaypegsential corallery is xumbimixasix? that publicity should so 

as possible be avoided and I hope you will be able: to ensure thise 
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Your telegram No.227 (of 17th April, 1948) about defence 
board, 

Please repeat in clear names quoted in paragraph 2 of 
your message the cypher was corrupt. 
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TELEGRAM. 





IMPORTANT, 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegrem No.248 of 24th April, 
Repeated for informetion to B.M.E.0. No. 29 





Your telegram No. (of 17th April, 1948). 


I have consulted the Prime Minister and Glubb about the 
i to hold a meeting of the Joint Defence Board on the llth 
May, 1948, without publicity, We are unanimous in thinking that 
a meeting of Board in the present tense atmosphere which prevails 
here as a result of current events in Palestine might be harmful, 
The event could not be concealed and would doubtless give rise to 
the wildest of rumours here and in adjacent Areb territories. 


We would prefer to have the first meeting at some later 
date which will depend on the way things shape after the 15th 
of May. In the meanwhile any urgent mtter which would normally 
come before the Board could be dealt with through this Legation, 


These considerations do not affect the desirability of 
exchanging ratifications of the treaty as soon as can bee 


“— 
\ 


oD Greed Tae ramp Zag gg to? nie ee QL) 


eer eee 


(ASK/HIM/HA). 


Vee Were M1740 Tee in 3 core: 10/4. 





(w/r) FILE NO.S/999/4,7. TELEGRAM. wD 


«egy y Cypher M/OTP 
€ = 


J A 
; L 
From:—S.OF S, F.O. LONDON. bs Ml 


Received 30/4/48 (11.50) 





ster, AMMAN, 


Despatched 30/4/48 (11.45) 








LATE. 
SECRET, 


Addressed to Anman telegram No.272 of April 29th, 


Repeated for information B.M.E.0., Baghdad, Beirut, Cairo, 
Damascus, Jedda, Washington end UKDEL New York 


Your telegram No,211 not repeated(1) elsewhere. 
4Anglo-Transjordan treaty. 


I intend to exchange retifications of the new Anglo-Trans- 
jordan treaty with the Trensjordan(1) Minister at 15,30 hours 
Gut on Friday April 30th. nine 


2, In view of the very severe pressure which has been felt in 
Parliament and elsewhere about our reletions with Trensjorden in 
the (context - Sic) of te Dalestine it is essential(1) that no 
repeat no(1) publicity(1) shell be given to the exchange of 
ratifications and we shall not volunteer the idea to the press. 


36 We likewise consider to our great regret that it would be 
most inedviseble to, carry out the exchange of Royal messages which 
had been planned, "“e therefore trust that King Abdulleh will agree 
that they should not take pleces 


he Please e pial) ee King Abdullah how much(]) I regret the 
meting which omitted) oblige us to take this line over 
publicity and the Royal messages. The absence of publicity does 
not in any wey affeot(l) friendly relations between us, We 

hope that it will save us end him from(1) additional unfriendly 
comment at this critical time, 
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SECRET, : | q } 
Anglo~Trans jordan Treaty. a 


Your telegram No.272-fof 29th april, 1948). 









I explained the position about publicity and the exchange 
of royal messages to the King and the Prime Minister today, 
They both appreciated the position but the former was rather 
hurt at being deprived of the exchange of messages, I do 


not however think that any harm was done, 


(aSK/HIL/i\). 


‘We, 27078. D1749, 75m In 3 sorts 10/47. 
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DWMEDIATE, 
CONFIDENTIAL. 


Addressed to “mman telegram No.28, April 30th. 
Repeated for informtion to B,.M.E.0., Baghdad, Cairo, Beirut, 
Damscus, Jedda, Washington and UKDEL New York, 

My telegram No.272. ae {4 

I exchanged the ratifications of the new Anglo-Transjordan 
Treaty Alliance with she Trans jordan Minister this afternoon, 


= Cairo pass to H.M.E.0. 275. 
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From :— S,0F S, F.0. LONDON, To :— H,M,.Minister, 
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Addressed to Amman telegram No.348 of May 8th, 
Repeated for information to B.M.E.0.Cairo. 

Your telegram No. 24,8. a (i) 

I agree and regret the delay in replying. Will you and(1) 
B.M.E.O. please inform the service authorities concerned, 


(JFS/HIM/HA). 


W£.27078, D749, 75m In 3 sorts. 10/47. 
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Sir, Or 
Pla 


As I informed you in my telegram Noe 28 
of the 30th April, I exchanged ratifications 
of the Anglo-Trans jordan Treaty of Alliance 
witn the Trans jordan Minister in London at the 
Foreign Office on Frida; afternoon, the 30th 
Avril. The new treaty has therefore been 
brought into force as from that date. 


2. With reference to paragraph 3 of your 
despatch ilo. 16 (8/999/L7) of the 15th March 
I shall be glad if you will now send home the 
second signed copy of the Treaty in your 
possession for safe-keeping here. 


ah I am, with great truth and regard, 
Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
(For the Secretary of State) 


po 
Sir Alec Kirkbride, C.ll.G., O.LE., 


etce, etc., etc., 
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I have the honour to soknowledge the receipt of 
your despateh Ne. 7a(B 5788/14/80) dated the 19th of 
—— May, 1948, and to enclose herwulth the scoand signed 
couy of the Anglo-fransjonien Treaty of illiance of 
1988, 


Seareteny of State for 
tue Perelge eftions 
ASK/HA, IONDON, S.W, 2, 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, 3. w. 1. Sw 
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TOP SECRET . DN 
Pins Cems Cat, p) 


Since the despatch of our telegram No. a 
of the 8th May agreeing that the first meeting 
of the Anglo-Transjordan Joint Defence Board 
should be postponed, little more has been done 
on the subject here. But the Chiefs of Staff 
have now approved a Frivate Directive to the 
British members of the Board and I encloSe a copy 
herewith for your information. 


Unless the circumstances in which the Board 
eventually meets are very changed from those at 
the time of the signature of the new Treaty, this 
Directive will be the private and secret 
instructions to the British representatives. 


I am sending a copy of this letter with. 
enclosure to the British iliddle Bast Office. 
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C.ii. Pirie Gordon, Esq., 
Amman. 
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TOP SECRET 
Pi TIVE ROM CHUGS OF STAFF 
FOR THE BRITISH MEMBERS Of THE ANGLO= 
TRANSJORDAN JOINT DEFENCE LOARD. 
Introduction 


l. The Anglo-Transjordan Joint Defence Board has been established 
by agreement betwecn His Majesty's Government and the Government of 
TRANSJORDAN and the authority for its establishment is contained 

in the Treaty of Alliance between the two Governments signed at 
AMMAN on 15th larch, 1948. 


Object. 


2. The object of the Board is to serve as a joint body to co-ordinate 
defence matters between the Governments of the United Kingdom and 
TRANSJORDAN within the Scope of the present Treaty. In particular 
your functions will include those set out in Article 2 of the Annex 

to the Treaty of Alliancc, 


Purpose of the Board. 


De It is hoped that the Board will prove 4 valuable influence 
in maintaining the good relations cxisting between ourselves and 
Transjordan, Moreover, it has been decided to set up this Board for 


the following reasons;- 


(a) It will give expression to the idex of equal 
status as between GREAT BRITAIN and TRANSJORDAN, 


(b) It is honed that it will be a first step towards 
setting up similar boards in all other Arab States, 


Bearing in mind the above it is desirable that meetings of the Board 
should beteld quarterly or more frequently 4s required, 


with Chiefs of Staff and Commanders-in-Chicf. 





Relationshi 





MIDDLE EAST 


4. In your capacity as Lritishmembers oF the Joint Defence board 
you will be directly under the Chiefs of Staff, and have been 
officially nominated from London, None the less, since the 
Commanders-in-Chief are intimately concerned in all matters which 
you will discuss you must obtain guidance from them 


Channels of Conmunication. 


5. In order to further the above policy, the Board will deal 
direct with their resnective Governments, You are therefore to 
report direct to the Chiefs of Staff in LONDON. You are, however, 
to ensure that Commanders-in-Chicf, MIDDLE HAST, are kept fully 
informed of your delibcrations, Copies of all reccmmendations 
submitted by the Board will naturally be sent to Commanders-in- 
Chicf, MIDDLE EAST, in order to give them an opportunity to comment. 


Composition of the Board. 
6. The Board consists of equal numbers of British and Transjordan 


representatives who will sit together in council on an exactly 
equal status. 
«la 
> 





Te British representation on the Board is as follows:- 
Chairman =- Group Captain R.A.F. 


Members - Commander R.N. (when reqguircd 
Brigadier Army (when required 


Secretary = Major 


It is intcnded that the Chairmanship of the Joint Defence Board 
shall alternate between the senior Transjordan snd the senior British 
representative, sor periods tc be decided by the Board itself. The 
Board has discretion to decide whether thc first Chairman shall be 
Transjordan or British. 


The above organisation is subject to revicw six months after its 
inception, 


8. The Transjordan representatives will be senior Transjordan 
officers. It has been agreed that it is not advisablc for Glubb 
Pasha to be a member of the Board, although it is acceptable to have 
a British officer of the Arab Legion on the Transjordan Side of the 
Board so long as he is not the senicr Transjordan representative, 


Strategic Importance of TRANS JORDAN 

oe In the course of your deliberations, you should bear in mind 
that TRANSJORDAN is of considcrable importance to British stratogy 
in the MIDDLE EAST for the following reasons;- 


(a) It liss astride one of the main lines of approach from 
the CAUCASUS and the CASPIAN to the SUEZ CANAL and the 
DELTA. 


(b) It covers the direct route from the head of the PERSIAN 
GULF to AVABA and thence to the SUEZ CANAL and the DELTA. 


(c) It flanks a possible defensive pesition across PALESTINE. 


(ad) It is an area in which forward air bases could be 
established, It also lies on the main air re-inforcement 
route to the Bast. 


(e) The Arab Legion is the best organised, trained and 
equipped indigenous force in the MIDDLE EAST. It is 
much to the advantace of’ His Majesty's Government to 
ensure that this force remains in a high state of 
efficiency since it would prove of considerable value 
in time of war. 


(f) Should some Arab areas of PALESTINE be absorbed 
by TRANSJORDAN, strategic facilities available 
would assume greater importance, particularly with 
regard to airfields, 


Security. 
10. There are certain Service matters which you should not disclose 
to the Transjordan members of the Board, These arc;= 
(a) Strategic plans - including cover plans = for the 
employment of British forces in the MIDDLE HAST not 
involving the employment of Trans jordan forces or 
requiring their co-operation, 


aes ‘ 


(ob) Internal Sccurity plans for the protection of 
British forces within Transjordan. 


(c) Sources of british intelligence and methods of 
obtaining and transmitting it. 


((a) Data on technical and scientific development 
and performance of weapons or equipment other 
than that required to mect the military needs 
of the Transgordan Armed Forces, 


Liaison, 


11. It is cssential that close liaison with the MIDDLE EAST 
Regional Headquarters and the United Kingdom Diplomatic Representative 
in TRASNJORDAN should be maintained, It will be through these 
officers that you will be provided with appropriate information. 


TEDDER. 
JoHeD. CUNNINGHAM. 
MONPGOMERY of ALAMEIN. 


Ministry of Defence, S.W.1. 
19th Junc, 19436. 


